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C O L U M B I A  G O R G E  F R U I T  

G R O W E R S  N E W S L E T T E R  

O F F I C E  H O U R S  

Mon-Fri 9am-1pm 

Afternoons subject to 

change.  Call 387-4769 

for hours. 

C A L E N D A R  

July 

 

13 Blueberry Field Day—

North Willamette Re-

search & Extension 

20 MCAREC Field Day 

 

 

The Legal Workforce Act, H.R. 2164 by House Judiciary Committee 

Chairman Lamar Smith, R-Texas, would require employers to electroni-
cally verify the eligibility of prospective employees before hiring. Under 
E-Verify, the Social Security numbers of new hires are checked against 

Social Security Administration and Department of Homeland Security 
records in order to identify fraudulent numbers, prevent their use and 

help ensure that new hires are eligible to work. 

Under the bill, employees performing "agricultural labor or services" 
would be subject to an E-Verify check within 36 months of the date of 

enactment; other employers would be given two years to comply. An 
individual engaged in seasonal agricultural employment would not be 

considered a new hire if the individual starts work with an employer for 

whom they have previously worked. 

L E G A L  W O R K F O R C E  A C T — C A L I F O R N I A  F A R M  B U R E A U  

Continued on page 2 

The Hood River County Commissioners have formed an Exploratory Committee that 

has met twice, with the mission of recommending a source or sources of funds to fill in 

the 25% budget cut that has been handed to all Oregon Experiment Stations.  Ore-

gon State University is requiring that each Experiment Station be financially supported 

by their respective communities,  for MCAREC, the figure is $180,000-200,000 per year. 

Three years ago, Columbia Gorge Fruit Growers was asked by OSU to provide 25% of 

Todd Einhorn’s salary  for five years.  When Peter Shearer was hired as superintendent, 

OSU asked CGFG to provide three years of support, which would be credited to the 

next research position filled.  Consequently, the new post-harvest researcher position 

will be funded 100% by OSU for three years, then CGFG will supply 25% of the salary 

for two years.  It was stressed to CGFG that this salary support was necessary to retain 

researchers at MCAREC.  Any salary support will be considered part of the 25% com-

munity support. 

There are several options that are being considered for recommendation by the com-

mittee, but the three that would most directly impact the growers are an endowment 

fund (grower assessments); grower assessments through CGFG; and a special tax dis-

trict..  Both the endowment fund and grower assessments through CGFG would re-

M C A R E C  F U N D I N G  
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quire a vote of the  CGFG membership before any implementation.  

On July 20, Sonny Ramaswamy, Dean of Agriculture at OSU, will be at the 

MCAREC Field day to discuss the state budget and how it impacts MCAREC 

and the growers. 

This is your opportunity to get the facts and ask questions.  It is also important 

that you call Jean or a BOD member and voice your opinion and concerns 

on future funding of the Experiment Station. 

"If Congress is going to require producers and growers to use E

-Verify, it is absolutely critical they give us a legal supply of 
workers. American Farm Bureau Federation policy is opposed 
to E-Verify," said Paul Schlegel, AFBF director of the Environ-

ment and Energy Policy Team who works on immigration re-

form issues. 

M C A R E C  F U N D I N G  

Page 2 C O L U M B I A  G O R G E  F R U I T  G R O W E R S  N E W S L E T T E R  

C G F G  B O A R D  O F  
D I R E C T O R S  

Brad Pickering - Chair 

Paul Aubert - Vice-Chair 

Ken Bailey - Secretary 

Jeff Heater - Treasurer 

Erick von Lubken 

John Stehlik 

Deede Anderson 
 

Jean Godfrey 

 Executive Director 
 

Sally Duckwall 

 Administrative Assistant 

T R A I N I N G  
M A T E R I A L S  

The following training materi-

als are available at the CGFG 

office. 

 

For sale on DVD - $4 each 

 EPA Worker Protection 
Standard - Orchard Work-
ers 

 EPA Worker Protection 
Standard - Pesticide 

 Tractor Safety 

 Orchard Ladder Safety & 
Forklift Training 

 

For Loan on VHS 

 Load & Lift (English) 

 Tripod Orchard Ladder 
Safety 

For Sale 
 

Ford L8000 with 20ft bed  & CAT 3208 engine  300 daisy 

tighteners  Edwards front transport   370 Nelson R10 

sprinklers 1/2   Bartlett sorting screens  tractor tire chains 

14.9/24  Corner irons 
 

For more information call Don Wanzek at 386-3025  
or 541-490-1417.  

E - V E R I F Y  Continued from page 1 
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CGFG was awarded a 2010  ODA Specialty Crop 

Grant to continue and expand the Backyard Tree 

Program, which addresses non-commercial pear, 

apple and cherry trees.  A brochure explaining the 

program was mailed out to residences in Hood 

River, The Dalles, Mosier and Dallesport.  So far, 65 

households have signed up for the program to re-

move their trees.  Both Lynn Long and Steve 

Castagnoli have held tree maintenance workshops 

for homeowners that want to keep their trees; writ-

ten newspaper articles; and discussed the program 

on the radio.  This is a long-term project that re-

quires the cooperation of CGFG, the counties and 

home owners.  If you know of any fruit trees that 

are not being maintained, please call the office and 

we will follow up with the property owner. 

B A C K Y A R D  T R E E  P R O G R A M  
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RECYLE   YOUR  WOOD

• Stumps • Brush • Yard Debris

• Orchard Bins • Pallets

D     Z

Grinding LLC

Wood Chips Available

FREE ESTIMATES

• Orchards • Land Clearing                 

• Building Demolition

Mobile Removal & Grinding

Owners:

Tony DeHart & Kris Zorza

Contractor Drop-Off Site

541-806-4455

&

New IFP Network website   Bookmark the new IFP Network website today at: www.integratedfruitproduction.com 

 
For Sale 

1000 used pressure compensating danjets for 10X16 spacing. 
Contact Jennifer Euwer at 541.806.0097 

C O L U M B I A  G O R G E  F R U I T  G R O W E R S  N E W S L E T T E R  



 

MCAREC FIELD DAY & BBQ*  

BBQ provided by  

Columbia Gorge Fruit Growers 

               

Field Day Agenda 

2:00-5:00pm 

• Field tours & presentations by 

Dr. Ken Johnson, Dr. Todd 

Einhorn and Extension 

Faculty.  

• Entomology updates by Dr. 

Peter Shearer and Dr. 

Kaushalya Amarasekare.  

Also learn about enhancing 

biological control in 

orchards. 

• Dean Sonny Ramaswamy will 

discuss the State Budget and 

its impacts on Statewide 

Services, including the 

Experiment Station and 

Extension.  

• Poster Display with 

information on research & 

Extension Programs. 
  

Mark your calendars for  

Wednesday, July 20 

Field Day 2:00-5:00pm 

BBQ 5:00-7:00pm 

 Local wines and beer served by The Gorge White House 

*Please R.S.V.P. for the BBQ no 

later than Friday, July 15 by calling 

CGFG at 541.387.4769 

  

3005 Experiment Station Drive, 

Hood River, OR 
For more information regarding the Field Day Agenda, 

please call the Mid-Columbia Agricultural Research & 

Extension Center at 541.386.2030. 
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Hood River Helicopters 
  

Call Dwayne today to work 
out the details of your  

coverage 
 

541-490-1602 or  
541-352-6353 

DORMANT SPRAY SPECIAL  $40/ac  
4 gal Omni Supreme in 10 gal total solution* 

DELAYED DORMANT SPECIAL $49/ac 
2 gal Omni Supreme, 15# Sulfur + Pyrethroid 

Operating in both Oregon and Washington Lic# AG-L1009625CPO 

*Based on new label rate for 2011 

Considering New Cherry Rootstock Options  - Lynn Long, OSU Extension 

For the past six years I have been evaluating two new cherry rootstocks from Russia, Krymsk 5 and 6 along with Mazzard, 

MaxMa 14 and Gisela 6. More recently I have started a second trial (now in its third leaf) with the same two Krymsk rootstocks 

along with Gisela 6, 12 and Mazzard. Because of this work I was recently invited to visit the Krymsk research station in Russia 

to share our experience with the Krymsk rootstocks with their scientists and to learn about additional rootstock and variety 

work that they are involved in. I was also asked to talk about Krymsk 5 and 6 with local growers at an international symposium 

that they sponsored. One of the reasons why they wanted to hold the symposium was to interest their growers in these root-

stocks. This is a situation similar to many where a prophet has no honor in his home town. As it turns out most of the local 

growers are growing their cherries on either seedling rootstock or Gisela 6. Few have tried the Krymsk rootstocks; a situation 

that I am sure is frustrating to Dr. Gennady Eremin, who developed the rootstocks. 

I’ve actually been observing the Krymsk rootstocks several years previous to starting my first trial. Dave Meyer planted the first 

block of trees on Krymsk 5 and 6 about 10 years ago with Lapins as the scion. Due to the productivity of Lapins I was con-

cerned that the combination would prove to be too productive. However, Dave has been very successful with this combination 

over the years in obtaining high yields of excellent quality fruit. 

My research indicates that Sweetheart on Krymsk 5, another combination that might be considered difficult, is intermediate in 

productivity between Mazzard and Gisela 6, at least through the fifth leaf. If this continues to be the case it may give us an 

Continued on page 5 
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option besides Mazzard for the production of some of the more productive varieties such as Sweetheart, Lapins and Chelan. 

With somewhat reduced productivity compared to Gisela 6 it would seem that it would be easier to maintain a proper leaf to 

fruit ratio and thereby maintain fruit quality more consistently. 

Another interesting observation from this trial is that of all the rootstocks that it is tested on Regina is most productive on Krymsk 6, even 

more so than Gisela 6. Unlike Sweetheart or Lapins, Regina is a cherry that typically exhibits low productivity. Increasing the productivity of 

Regina with Krymsk 6 could provide more consistent yields and higher returns. 

Of course all of this is still preliminary, but it is interesting to see the results at this time and it helps to explain my guarded optimism con-

cerning these two rootstocks. In addition to my research I have also made a number of observations about the Krymsk rootstocks. Dave 

Meyer has a block of Skeena on Krymsk 6 and Gisela 6 side by side. In our 100 degree heat it is possible to see the leaves on the Gisela 6 

trees cupping as if they are under heat stress. The trees on Krymsk 6 do not exhibit this same trait. Dr. Victor Eremin (the son of Gennady) 

commented that Krymsk 6 was showing good resistance to heat in the Bakersfield, CA area as well. 

Although promising, these rootstocks of course are not perfect. Both tend to sucker. Krymsk 5 will send up a moderate amount of crown 

suckers while Krymsk 6 tends to produce a few root suckers. My observations are that the suckering isn’t too bad, but it is still a nuisance. 

In addition, both rootstocks are hypersensitive to prunus necrotic ringspot virus. This is something that I used to be concerned about, but 

I’ve seen many orchards on susceptible rootstocks such as Gisela 7 and the Krymsk rootstocks and there has been no problem with mor-

tality. If infection does take place then there is a good chance that the tree will die before it transmits the disease to neighboring trees, 

thereby stopping the infection before it begins. 

While I was at the Krymsk Research Station I also learned about another cherry rootstock that has just been released here in the U.S. 

called Krymsk 7. It is about 80% the size of Mazzard with somewhat less precocity than Krymsk 5 and 6. However, it is still considerably 

more precocious than Mazzard. This rootstock is very heat tolerant, but not as winter hardy as the other two Krymsk rootstocks. Unlike 

Krymsk 5 and 6, Krymsk 7 is tolerant to prunus necrotic ringspot virus, similar to Mazzard and Gisela 6 and 12. Propagation can be easily 

made through softwood cuttings. Gennady believes that Krymsk 7 may be a good rootstock for California and Oregon growers and may 

provide another option for highly productive varieties such as Sweetheart or Chelan. 

For more information about cherry rootstocks, 

check out the new PNW publication entitled 

“Sweet Cherry Rootstocks for the Pacific North-

west”. You can find it on my website at http://

extension.oregonstate.edu/wasco/horticulture  

 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/wasco/horticulture
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/wasco/horticulture


 

Phone: 541.387.4769 

E-mail: cgfg@hrecn.net 

Web:  www.cgfg.org 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 168 

Odell, OR 97044 

Physical Address: 

2835 Van Horn Drive 

Hood River, OR 
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