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A ESTICIDETEWARDSHIPARTNERSHEFRETURNSO WASCOCOUNTY

In 2010, the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) plans to resume water quality sampling in

Wasco County creeks as part of the Pesticide Stewardship

voluntary, collaborative approach to identify problems associated with pesticide use and improve water qua

at the local level.

Local Watershed Councils will collect water samples this year in Mill Creek, Threemile Creek, and Fifteenm
Creek and then send them to the DEQ lab for analysis. The analysis will primarily look for pesticides relate
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Partnership (PSP) program. The PSP program

orchard production, but some analytes, such as

2,4-D, are used in a wider variety of applications}

The PSP program was active in The Dalles are:
from 2002¢ 2005. At that time, DEQ analyzed
water samples in response to concerns about
broad-spectrum pesticide use raised by Wasco
County growers, WyEast RC&D, and other loca
agencies. The testing was done to evaluate the
effectiveness of IFPnet and to evaluate the oc-
currence and levels of pesticides and the poten
tial effects of detected pesticides on aquatic re-
sources. The samples taken during that four
year period had detectable levels of malathion
and chlorpyrifos, with some detections exceed-
ing water quality standards. This year the PSP
aims to identify any elevated levels of pesticides
in streams and prompt the voluntary implemen-
tation of best management practices to reduce
pesticides found in streams.

(For more information, contact Kate Merrick,
Watershed Council Coordinator with Wasco
County SWCD, at (541) 26678 x.119.

Wanted: oncall volunteers
to cut down cherry trees on
private properties for Back
Yard Tree Program.
Contact CGFG Office at
541.387.4769 if interested.
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PRODUCE GAPS HARMONIZATION INITIATIVE (NWHORT REPORT)

A Technical Working Group (TWG) has been formed to address the issue and the following are notes fromgthe

latest meeting:
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developed by TWG: Mushroom GAPs, AIB, GlobalGAP, CanadaGAP, Silliker, CA LGMA, SENASICA, AF
Code for Produce Safety, Tomato Food Safety Audit Protocol, Community Alliance with Family Farmers, S(
and USDA GAPs. While other standards will still be accepted for consideration, the group has initiated the
monization process with these.
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formatting the standards and more time on analyzing them for harmonization opportunities. The attendees

sembled into two breakout groups and each worked on three of the compiled audit categories: Group 1 (Grﬂ;up

leaders Sharan Lanini and Bill Pool) worked on Food Safety Plan, Animal Control, and Agricultural Water.
(Group leaders Bob Mills and Amy McLester) worked on Documentation and VerificatiorG @detransplant
and Production Equipment.
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ess. Group 1 was able to bring all three of their categories, and Group 2 two of their categories, to harmon
standards. Group 2 made considerable progress on Agricultural Water, but noted that it is probably one of
most contentious categories and will require more discussion.

Both groups reported that having the standards compiled by audit category greatly facilitated the analysis pEc-

There are 60 audit categories identified in the Standards Matrix and twelve had been compiled (including tn
that were worked on this meeting). Susan Pheasant and Raina Nelson volunteered to continue compiling t
standards by audit categories for future meetings.
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group also discussed ways to encourage more participation by stakeholders, particularly growers who will
most affected by the harmonized standards. One suggestion was to ask grower associations to encourage
members who are located near future TWG meetings to attend. Even if growers are only able to attend ong
meeting, it would be valuable to get their insights and perspectives, and they would have a better understar
of the harmonization objectives and process.

FEDERAL LEGISLATIVEREPORT FROM NCAE

The issue of children and farm labor will emerge again this year in both legislative discussions and through
forcement priorities by DOL and state agencies. There is renewed discussion of the Children's Act for Resp
Employmenti 6 / ! w9 ! OG5 | W O poetmbeieS G LA QK G2 d2f D

ensure that child farmworkers receive the same

child labor protections as other working youth B BRYANT PIPE & SUPPLY INC|
with activist group pressure on members of bot

the HOUSG and the Senate to act. There was an POND SUPPLIES * SPRAY SYSTEMS « CONTRACTING SUPPLIES
event at the Capital (sponsored by activist grouy
on February 22, which was attended by NCAE 9
The following link takes you to the U.S. DOL we| 8
site where agricultural youth labor issues are dig
cussedhttp://www.dol.gov/dol/topic/youthlabor/

LOCATED IN HOOD RIVER

; NOW OPEN IN THE DALLES
Agriculturalemployment.htm NEXT TO BIG JIM'S DRIVE-IN 999 TUCKER RD.
3012 E. 2nd ST. (541) 386 1179
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ACTIONALERTFROMOREGONARMBUREAY

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is seeking public comment of their draft Pesticide Registration (PR)
Notice on Pesticide Drift Labeling. They have proposed to add a general spray drift statement that is vague and
excessively broad and sets an unachievable zero drift standard. EPA is also seeking public comment on a petition
from the activist groups Earthjustice and Farmworker Justice to impose no spray zones or buffers, claiming that it
would add additional protections for children.

Individual comments or letters to EPA from farmers are critical in making sure EPA understands the full impact of
its actions. For your convenience talking points can be found below.

Here is what you can do today:
Go to www.regulations.gov and search for docket number EPA-HQ-OPP-2009-0628 to read the documents and

submit a letter expressing your opinion and how this EPA action would affect you. The DEADLINE is March 5,
2010.

Lend your name to the fight by signing the Defend American Farmers Against Frivolous Lawsuits online peti-
tion. Go to http://www.gopetition.com/online/33776.html and click on "sign petition".

More information and details can also be found on FBACT. This link will provide you with a sample letter that you
can cut and paste and various options on how to submit comments.

Talking Points:

(1) Protection of human health for adults and children and of the environment is best accomplished through a Fed-
eral Insecticide Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) approved and enforced label for the pesticide product,
which include Directions for Use that are based upon a risk assessment and incorporate mitigations and applica-
tion techniques designed to minimize drift.

(2) The issue of Spray Drift has been discussed and scientifically studied for years, Recently, two large agriculture
producing states, Florida and Washington, confirmed that risks to bystanders, if they were exposed to pesticide
drift, are well below levels that would pose a health concern; therefore, ubiquitous interim buffers are unnecessary.
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